
A BRIEF HISTORY OF

WILEMAN & SHELLEY

VIA EXAMPLES OF THE

MANY WARES PRODUCED



INTRODUCTION

Å This presentation provides a brief history of the Wileman and Shelley 

companies through a limited number of initial textual charts followed by 

visual examples of the many, many wares they produced.

Å While providing a lot of examples of wares, there are still other types not 

included in  this presentation é. and it only scratches the surface of the 

hundreds or thousands of patterns/designs that were produced.

Å Any presentation or history of Wileman and Shelley could be organized in 

alternative ways.  This approach is just one of those.

Å In general, the presentation is in approximate chronological order, though 

in many instances, similar types of wares made by both companies are 

shown on a single slide.  Also, many types of wares span many decades.

Å A number of the slides include the Pattern Book number of the ware, 

though most do not.  Similarly, some of the wares are described, while 

others only have their image presented.

Å If any of the terms used is unclear to you, please see the Glossary of Terms 

included on this website. 



Thanks to Bruce Sandie for his research and these wonderful charts.

Wileman-> Henry: sons Charles J. and James F.

Shelley -> Joseph: son Percy; grandsons Norman, Vincent, Kenneth;
                    great-grandsons Alan, Donald (sons of Vincent)

THE PROPRIETORS OF THE FOLEY POTTERIES



ÅThe Seminal Book 
about Shelley and 
Wileman

ÅFirst Published 1980

ÅStill Available on Used 
Book Websites

ÅHighly Recommended



Business Strengths

Highly Commercial

Highly Competitive

Customer Orientation

Proprietary Formulas

Craftsmanship

Great Art & Art Directors

Continuity

THE FOLEY POTTERIES: WILEMAN & SHELLEY



SOME EXAMPLES OF BACKSTAMPS

EARLY &
PRE-WILEMAN

WILEMAN SHELLEY



Some Early Proprietorships and Early Wileman

EKB Handleless C&S Elkins ï Knight Mug

Wileman

First Registered Plate

Wileman ï Worcester Shape

Diamond Backstamp

Elkins ï Knight Plate

ñPennsylvaniaò

J F Wileman Plate

ñNankinò



Early and Pre-Wileman

J F Wileman Toilet Set

French Chintz



Wileman

A Few of the Harder to Find Cup Shapes

Gainsborough Coffee Stanley Unnamed/Unidentified

Worcester ï Victoria Handle Edward Devonshire



Wileman

Some More Cup Shapes

Fairy Egg

Bamboo

Alexandra

Antique York



Wileman

Some Japan / Imari Patterns



Wileman

A Few Not Often Seen Tea Cup Patterns

Royal

ñAcid Etchedò #10521
Snowdrop

Star Design #6994

Royal Coffee

ñNantgarwò # 7810
Worcester Coffee

  ñ Acid Etchedò # 8402

Daisy Coffee

Gold Sprig  # 6226

Gainsborough

George Logan Tulips # 7790



# 3092 # 3092

# 3011 # 3580 # 7667

# 8905

# ?

Wileman

Some Tea Caddies



Wileman

Tea For One

Empire Shape

ñTrailing Ivyò, Pattern # 5068



Wileman

Tea For Two

Alexandra Shape

ñDolly Vardenò , Pattern # 3745



Wileman

Two of Many Cabaret Sets

Alexandra Shape

ñJapan / Imariò, Pattern # 4024

Daisy Shape

ñIvyò, Pattern # 5608



Recognition of Wilemanôs Art Pottery

Published in 1899



Wileman

ñIntarsioò Pedestals & Jardinieres

Half Pedestal Geese

# 3189 & 3194

Stylized Flowers

# 3103 & 3119

Cranes

# 3455



Wileman

Some Intarsio

# 3160 # 3066 A# 3340

# 3017
# 3054 # 3471



Wileman

Intarsio  Vases ï Native Americans

# 3411 # 3412



Wileman

Some Intarsio  Character Pots

Coffee Pot

Lady Constance Lytton

# 3594

Teapot

Paul Kruger

# 3246

Teapot

Winston Churchill

# 3593


